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amazing works of the ancient Peruvians and their
neighbors antedate the Incan dynasty, and while a
vast amount of undeserved credit has been given the
Incan people for their engineering, mathematical
and other attainments, the races under the Incas had
attained almost unbelievable heights in many ways.
To students of sociology they are of the utmost
Interest, for nowhere else in all the known history of
the entire world, has there been such a complete and
successful communistic society. Individuality and
freedom of thought, life and action were all sub-
servient to the community. From birth to death, the
lives, actions, tasks, social status, homes, marriages
of the people, and even the destinies of the offspring,
were planned, regulated, ordered and carried out ac-
cording to inexorable laws. Every individual, other
than those of royal blood or the priesthood, was a
mere cog in the mighty wheel of the empire, and
every individual was a numbered, tagged unit of the
whole. At birth a man's or a woman's place in the
scheme of things was ordained. At five years of age
every child, male or female, was taken over by the
government and reared and trained for the occupa-
tion, the position or the task to which his entire fu-
ture life was to be devoted. A man was forced to
marry when he reached the age of twenty-four, and
eighteen years was the age limit for spinsters* Once
married, neither husband nor wife had any say as to
the future of their children.
If spinners were needed the girls were trained as
spinners; if soldiers were required the boys were
trained as soldiers. If an agricultural community re-
quired additional members, the requisite number of